Philosophy and Ethics - KEY CONCEPTS
CH2: Moral Reasoning and Philosophical Argument
Moral Philosophy and Moral Reasoning
moral philosophy - name for thinking and reflecting about morality
supererogation - acting above and beyond duty.
meta-ethics - meta as meaning “of a higher order”
normative ethics – norm, which refers to a standard, not statistically, but ideally
applied ethics - tends to begin with a specific problem and then looks for values, principles or other normative standards that can be applied to resolve it
Deduction – conclusions are derived from premises according to a set of logical rules.
Premise – statement in an argument
Conclusion – end point of an argument
Logically valid – conclusion logically follows from the premises
Contradiction – if the premises are true but the conclusion is false
Logical necessity - an argument is valid if the conclusion necessarily follows from the premises
Sound argument – if it follows from true premises
Implied premises – if not explicitly stated
Equivocation - the same word has different meanings in different premises
circular argument (begging the question) – although the conclusion validly follows from the premises, the premises already assume the truth of the conclusion
analogy – making a convincible comparison between two fields
induction - proves the truth of a conclusion if it is validly deduced from true premises; small samples often lead to hasty generalization
refuted – shown to be false
abduction – inference to the best explanation
utilitarianism – the right thing to do is to bring about as much happiness as possible
moral intuitions - thoughts that occur to you when thinking about moral cases
universalization – “what if everyone did that?”
doctrine of double effect – we are morally responsible not for all the deaths we foresee but for those we intend
framing – asking a question or setting out a situation in a particular way
CH3: Free Will, Moral Responsibility and the Global Economy
Free Will and Moral Responsibility
Libertarianism - having the liberty to make free choices ; theory of free will
agent causation - human agents can cause their own actions
Determinism - actions are caused by factors outside the agent’s control
infinite regress - every act of willing has to be preceded by another act of willing
incompatibilism - idea that determinism is incompatible with moral responsibility
compatibilism - determinism is compatible with moral responsibility
psychological egoism - everything we do we seek pleasure and avoid pain
Responsibility and Global Justice: A Social Connection Model – Iris Marion Young 
Social Connection Model of Responsibility - all agents contributing to structural processes that produce injustice have responsibilities to remedy these injustices
Structural injustice - occurs when social processes systematically disadvantage certain groups while benefiting others
CH4: Social Contract and Economic Justice
The Social Contract
Sophists - group of philosophers who earned their living by teaching wealthy young Athenian men how to argue
Sophistry - the presentation of false or dishonest reasoning
state of nature – depiction of a world without laws by Thomas Hobbes in Leviathan; war of all against all
public goods problem - multiperson prisoner’s dilemma
public goods - you cannot restrict their supply only to those who have paid for them
the Leviathan - “absolute sovereign” depicted by Thomas Hobbes
problem of opposed interests - the scope for agreement shrinks
veil of ignorance - In thinking about drawing up the social contract, you should imagine yourself being behind the veil, knowing nothing that differentiates you from other people (Rawls) = original position
CH5: Utilitarianism and Effective Altruism
Utilitarianism: Bentham and Mill
Utility – in terms of happiness and as the balance of pleasure over pain
Argument by elimination – attempts to eliminate all competitors
Principle of sympathy and antipathy (caprice) – approves or disapproves of actions purely based on a person’s attitudes
Principle of ascetism – mirror image of utilitarianism; maximisation of pain
Sinister interests – those in power will be tempted to advance their own interests
Moral sense thinkers – philosophers who wrapped up ordinary moral intuitions into a pretend moral theory
Ordinal scale – putting different items into an order of better or worse
Cardinal measurements – being able to put numbers on different pleasures and pains
Problem of interpersonal comparisons of utility - quantify and compare inter individually
Theory of the good – happiness and only happiness is good
CH6: Deontological Ethics and Sweatshops
Deontology: Kant
consequentialist thinking – utilitarianism
the categorical imperative - “act as if the maxim of your action were to become by your will a universal law of nature” – Immanuel Kant
reason - what it is possible, or impossible to will, rather than what you like or dislike, or even what the consequences would be if everyone acted the same way
intrinsic value - it has value in itself
instrumental value - device for achieving or accomplishing other things of value
Imperative - instruction to behave in a particular way
perfect duty - applies in all circumstances, universally; If broken it undermines the condition of its own possibility
imperfect duty – something we have to do from time to time. Doing it is not optional—it is a duty, after all—but we do have options regarding how and when
volenti non fit injuria - Where there is consent, there is no injury
Sweatshops and Respect for Persons - Denis G. Arnold and Norman E. Bowie
Person qua person - "person as a person" or "person in their capacity as a person."
CH7: Ethics of Gender, Care and Capitalism
The Ethics of Gender
Ethics of care - emotional engagement and personal relations, especially the caring relations of love, sympathy, and empathy, are essential in moral thinking
natural caring – such as the care a mother has for a baby, e.g. being a good mother for her baby’s sake
essentialist - assuming that male and female natures are essentially different, and inescapably so
gender – is regarded as a social phenomenon, unlike sex
patriarchy - the conscious or unconscious organization of society by men to their own advantage
direct discrimination - explicit sets of laws that were detrimental to women
indirect discrimination - set of practices is detrimental to one group, even if nobody designed it to be so
birdcage - No single wire in the cage explains why the bird cannot escape, but the wires of the cage together create a trap 
political responsibility model - we all bear responsibility for making whatever change is within our grasp (Iris M Young); forward looking model of liability
A Feminism Where ‘Lean In’ Means Leaning On Others – Nancy Fraser
Androcentric Norms - norms that center around male experiences and values, treating them as the default or standard
CH8: Ethics of Race and Diversity
The Ethics of Race
Essentialism - asserts that all members of a particular group have particular characteristics that define them as members of that group
Racism – 1st belief that one race is in some sense inferior to another, and 2nd that as a consequence it is appropriate that the race deemed inferior should be threated less favourably
racial eliminativism – view that your race is more like your star sign than your blood group
social construction – as in race: people do have a racial identity
racialized - encouraged in various ways to adopt the patterns of behaviour that have become associated with their race
ethnicities - referring to an ancestral group typically associated with a particular geographical region and sharing a characteristic culture
“one-drop” rule - you are classified as black if just one of your grandparents was black
white complicity – when white people do not acknowledge their privilege
microaggression – ways in which something that looks apparently innocent nevertheless carries some sort of undermining or demeaning message
redlining - practice of using geographical proxies to help assess risk when selling financial products such as loans and mortgages
double-consciousness - an African American person constantly sees themselves through the eyes of the person as well as from their own pov
white supremacy – enacted view of white superiority
colour-conscious policies - which introduce deliberate discrimination
colour-blind policies – which make no mention of race
Affirmative action – any policy that aims to increase the participation of a disadvantaged social group in the mainstream institutions, either through “outreach” or “preference”
Dark Ghettos: Injustice, Dissent, and Reform - Tommie Shelby
Ideological Racism - A set of beliefs and judgments that misrepresent social realities and perpetuate unjust social relations
Institutional Racism - Policies and practices within institutions that disproportionately harm disadvantaged racial groups, even if not explicitly racist.
Structural Racism - The combined effects of multiple institutions that create and perpetuate racial inequalities.
ghettos - metropolitan neighborhoods marked by racial segregation and multiple forms of disadvantage
CH9: Philosophy of Money
Understanding Financial Crises: The Contribution of the Philosophy of Money – Toon Vandevelde
Nomisma – Greek term for “money” derived from ‘nomos’, rule, law
Mangeld - the habit of paying a monetary compensation to the family of a victim in case of manslaughter or murder
Vergelding - means to prevent revenge, as a remedy against violence
ambivalence - having mixed feelings or contradictory attitudes towards someone or something
teleological conception - processes and entities are explained by their ultimate purpose or goal rather than by their cause, telos being Greek for “end”, “goal” or “purpose”
chrematistikè technè - the art of acquiring wealth
oikonomikè technè - the art of making good use of wealth
movement ‘eis apeiron’ - infinite movement
dike - the laws of cosmic justice
oikonomia – the art of spending money
megaloprepeia - magnificence, the habit of giving great, prestigious gifts
chimera - illusory, or composed of disparate parts that don't naturally belong together
‘Do ut des’ - I give so that you may give
Dichotomy - division or contrast between two things that are represented as being opposed or entirely different
virtuous circle – a positive feedback loop
CH10: Climate Ethics and Consumer Responsibility
Intergenerational Justice – Darrel Moellendorf
theory of intergenerational justice - seeks to provide a systematic account of our judgments regarding how we should act on behalf of future generations
reflective equilibrium - method for achieving coherence among a set of beliefs through a process of mutual adjustment between general principles and specific judgments
intergenerational distributive justice - principle that guides the distribution of risks and bene  ts across generations
total economic activity - assumed to be a measurable proxy for utility
CH11: Moral Limits of Markets
The Ethics of Capitalism – Daniel Halliday and John Thrasher
To commodify - to be traded for cash
CH12: Ethics and Work
Private Government: How Employers Rule our Lives
negative freedom - no one is interfering with your actions
positive freedom - you have a rich menu of options e  effectively accessible to you, given your resources
republican freedom - no one is dominating you—you are subject to no one’s arbitrary, unaccountable will
Engels’s pause - the  1st fifty to sixty years of the Industrial Revolution during which wages failed to grow
Noncompete clauses - bar employees from working for other employers in the same industry for a period of years
CH13: Meritocracy and Affirmative Action
Affirmative Action and the Myth of Merit
Task discontinuous hierarchies – those evaluating a worker’s performance often are not familiar with the actual work process


KEY PHILOSOPHERS
CH3: Free Will, Moral Responsibility and the Global Economy
Harry Frankfurt: compatibilism; thought experiment w Black & Jones
Iris Marion Young : Social Connection Model of Responsibility & sweatshop critique
CH4: Social Contract and Economic Justice
Thomas Hobbes : Leviathan & State of Nature
Rousseau : The Social Contract 
David Gauthier : Morals by Agreement
John Rawls : A Theory of justice, the veil of ignorance & the Original Position
CH5: Utilitarianism and Effective Altruism
Jeremy Bentham: Founder of utilitarianism; equality between social groups, good = pleasure & morality based on principles.
J.S. Mill: prove of utilitarianism by analogy <- criticized by G.E. Moore
Peter Singer: The Life you can save (analogy of drowning child)
CH6: Deontological Ethics and Sweatshops
Immanuel Kant: the Good will, Categorical Imperative, Moral Duty & Principle of Universalizability
CH7: Ethics of Gender, Care and Capitalism
Marilyn Frye: Gender norms & sexism; Birdcage analogy
S. M. Okin: Justice, Gender and the Family & critique of Rawls 
Nancy Fraser: critiques the mainstream feminist movement for aligning too closely with neoliberal capitalism, which she argues perpetuates inequality and exploitation
CH8: Ethics of Race and Diversity
Kwane Anthony Appiah: race does not exist; strictly there is only one race, the human race; BUT racial identity & racialization
Sally Haslanger: race as a social construct
Tommy Shelby: Racism as Ideology, Institutional Racism, urban ghettos in the US & defines UNJUST discrimination
Ibram X. Kendi: “how to be antiracist” , Institutional Racism
Carmichael and Hamilton: Black Power, Unintended effect of norms and normalized practices
CH9: Philosophy of Money
Aristotle: Teleological view on money
Levinas: money has to be given away!
Keynes: money should circulate
Georg Simmel: Die Philosophie des Geldes
Michael Sandel: What money can’t buy
CH10: Climate Ethics and Consumer Responsibility
Elizabeth Cripps: What Climate Justice Means and Why should we Care? Climate Change as a Moral Issue
Moellendor: concept of intergenerational justice
Joel Feinberg: thought experiment with ticking kindergarten bomb
Derek Parfit: Non-identity problem
CH11: Moral Limits of Markets
Karl Marx: Communist Manifesto
Milton Friedman: The Social Responsibility of Business is to increase its Profits 
Debra Satz: why some things should not be for sale
Brennan & Jaworski: Markets Without Limits; ‘if you may do it for free, you may do it for money’
Joseph Heath: "Morality, Competition, and the Firm: The Market Failures Approach to Business Ethics"
CH12: Ethics and Work
Elizabeth Anderson: Private Government
CH13: Meritocracy and Affirmative Action
John Rawls: Fair Equality of Opportunity Principle
Iris Marion Young: The myth of merit


THOUGHT EXPERIMENTS
Singer: drowning child
Harry Frank: Black & Jones
Bonny & Clyde – prisoners dilemma
Kant: torturing a child
Intergenerational justice: ticking time bomb
Iris Marion Young: car accident and female surgeon
QUOTES
Rawl’s original position
Kant: categorical imperative
Frey’s birdcage analogy
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